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By DAVE; DAVIES 
dtwitwd@phillYIWWS,COiIl 

City Controller Alan Butlrovitz 
said yesterday an inspection by 
his office of 2'& randomly selected 
city bridget-! found fCRlrvifith SQme 
significant deterioration, but 
none in danger ofcollapRe. 

# 

Bu~ ,rod he undertDok 
the review to set:! if the city 
Streets Department WllB proper­
ly maintaining and monitoring 
bridges in the wake of the 2007 
Minneapolis bridge collapse that 

.killedlS people. 
uIn general, our inspeetions re­

ve.aled that the bridges wore in 
fairly good condition and that the 

(Streets Department) inspection 
reportH accurately depicted con­
diticms of the bridges," Butkovit2. 
suld. 

But inspectors fotu1d rusting 
and cnrro."lion on four bridges, 
whlchin twoCasM iJosed userious 
safety ha7"ards" to motorists, pe~ 
destrians or rail traffic thHt nm 
underneath· and could be hit uy 
fulling concrete or mortar. 

The h~OI18 conditiOns in­
volved the Hanry Avenue Bridge 
over \Vissahlclron Creek and the 
Calnmet b'U'eet Bridge, whicb 
crooses SEPTA U'acks I)l Eaat 
Falls. 

In iii written response, tbe

IStreets Department said that ma­
, jor 'work on tbe Henry Avenue 

Bridge w~s a PermDOT responsi­
bility and that a contractor was 

vrorklng on repairs. 
The department said the Calu­

met Bridge is in solid structural 
sbape, and that a crew will be 
sent tb<::re to deui with falli ng mor* 
tar from iii wall adjacent to the 
b,i<!ge. 

The Streets Department. 
agreed that iL'l bridge- nn.inte­
nance database mlonld be com­
puterized, and is working to 
liChiev€ that. 

Butkovitz also said his inspec­
tors were troubled to find that 
rnrge bnses and tmckE are ron~ 
tineiy cros,sing the Willow Grove 
Av{?nue Bridge in Cbestnut 
despite b1gns banning tbem 
camoe of deterioration in the 
bridge. 

The Streets Department said a 
replacement bridge for thnt /lite 
was under design. * 
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.\' for alarm but no danger of imminent collapse. 

By Miriam llill 

and Paul Nussbaum 
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, At least four Philadelphia 
i bridges need repairs to COf­

rect "serious safety hazards," 

1tansportat1<m, which owns 
the Henry Avenue Bridge but 
has an agreement that the 

city 'Will maintain it, began re~ 
pairs that it will pay for and 
e:xpects to complete this 

ivitz said yesterday. 
Bntkovit2 emphasized· that 

no bridge was in danger of 
immediate eollapse.-but that 
frequent use by hea1/i' vehi~ 
des could "lead to more cost-
Iy reparrs and, even worse, 
the possibility of structural 
collapse and an ensuing trage­
dy." 

The controller's office re­
viewed 23 bridges selected 
randomly from the 360 the 

I city owns. The four in most 
: need of repair are the Willow 

IGrove Avenue, Calumet 
, Street, Edison Avenue, and 
. Henry Avenue Bridges. 

The Willow Grove Avenue 
Bridge, in Chestnut Hill,. has 
lost sections pn a number of 
beams to corrosion, the' con­
trollers report said. The city 
plans to reconstruct the 
bridge in 2011" 

In.li written r¢sponse to But~ 
kovitz. Philadelphia Streets 
Commissioner Clnrena Tol~ 

I son said the city would in-

Ispeet the bridge regularly un­
til reconstruction began. 

Butkovitz said vehicJesI heavier than the posted three~ 
I ton limit regularly crossed 

the bridge, accelerating prob­

I!ems. 
'!bIson said she would ask 

,police to monitor the bridge Imore closely. 
On the Calumet Street 

1 

I 
Bridge. in North Philadel­
phia, steel beams are ex­
posed, heavily rusted, and 

I 
corroded. Tolson said the 
Streets Department had rc­
moved some of the concrete 

'I casing from the liridge to 
keep the material from falling 
onto SEPTA rails below. Re­

ImoVing the casing does not 
reduce the bridge's load·car­
.rying abUity, '!bIson said. 

On the Edison Avenue 
Bridge, in the Far Northeast, 
concrete is crumbling, and 

. several parts of the parapet 
are crushed·or broken, a safe~

Ity hazard. The city has allot­
ted money to reconstruct the 
bridge in fiscal 2013. Tolson 
said the city had repaired the 
parapet after Butkovitz's of­
flee-completed irs inspection. 

Chipping concrete on the 
, P. iii 

: City Controller Alan Butko-' month. 
The controller's office in­

speeted the bridges from July 
through October 2008. Re~ 
ports often take a year to COOl'­
plete becanse of the need to 
check facts, talk to the depart­
mcnts involved, and complete 
other reports, First Deputy 
City Controller Harvey Rice 
said.' 

Butkovl.t:z. estimated repairs 
for the four bridg~s could 
CQst as much as $3.4 million. 
Replacing them could cost 
$33 million. 

Deteriorating bridges are it 
widespread problem through~ 
out Pennsylvania and much 
of the nation, as age, use, and 
weather wear them out. 

After a Minnesota highwclY 
bridge collapsed in ~07. kin.. 
jug 13 people, a PennDot sur­
vey found 404 bridges in the 
fivewcounty Southeastern 
Pennsylvania region t:h.at, like 
the Minnesota bridge, were 
"'structurally deficient," Penn,· 
sylvania has nearly 6,000 
structurally defident high'.. 
way bridges, more rhan any 
other state. 

Railroad bridges through­
out the region are also defi· 
dent The Inquirer reported 
in September that Amtrak's 
bridge-inspection reports 
show nearly half its 302 bridg­
es in the Philadelphia region 
have some elements rated 
poor or worse. 

Butkovitz also found that:, 
• Once the city identified 
problems on bridges, it'often 
did nothing about them and 
failed to document whether 
condjtions were getting 
worse. 
• The city does not meet 
state guidelines requiring 
bridges with weight restric­
tions to be inspected yearly 
instead of every two years. 
• The city bridge~mainte­
nance unit does not have .£I. 

database for prioritizing and 
managing work'orders. , 

'!bIson said that after Butko.­
viC!: completed his audit in Qq­
tober 2008, Pennsylv~nia 
adopted a 1'011<..1' of having 
more frequent inspections, 
ang that the city woo now 
checks more often. 
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Posted: Wednesday, 16 December 2009 2:47PM 

Phila. Controller Calls for Improvements in Bridge Repairs 

by KYW's Paul Kurtz 

A new study released by Philadelphia's city controller says that some bridges in the city are in need of repair, 

The 2007 bridge catastrophe in Minneapolis, Minn. prompted Philadelphia controller Allan Butkovitz and his staff to 
conduct a review. He says they randomly chose 23 bridges out of a pool of 360: 

"In general, our inspections revealed that the bridges were in fairly good condition and that the inspection reports 
accurately depicted conditions of the bridges. However, four of the 23 bridges were in varying slates of 
deterioration, and conreetive action is needed -- as well as more frequent inspections in order to adequately monitor 
conditions and ensure they do not worsen." 

The four bridges in need of repair are along Henry Avenue (in photo), Calumet Street, Edison Avenue, and Willow 
Grove Avenue. 

According to BulkovilZ, the city inspects bridges every two years. 

Repairing the bridges is an expensive proposition -- about $2 million alone for the relatively small Willow Grove 
Avenue bridge. 

(File photo) 



News an Informatio 

Controller faults city for crumbling bridges 
WednesdaYJ December 16th, 2009 

By: Tom MacDonald 
tmacdonald@whyy.org 

Philadelphia's City Controller is citing safety hazards on bridges 
maintained by the city. The controller released a report on the bridges 
today. 

The survey reviewed 23 bridges and found four with serious problems. 
City Controller Alan Butkovitz says the worst bridges are on Henry 
Avenue, Cllumet Street, Edison Avenue and Willow Grove Avenue. 

Butkovitz: These deteriorating conditions present serious safety 
hazards to motorists, pedestrians and the railroad systems that run 
under two of the bridges. Poor conditions and weakening structures 

have caused weight limits restrictions on three of these bridges. 

The controller is quick to paint out none of the structures is on the verge of collapse, but he is calling for 
enforcement of weight limits on the spans. Streets department offiCials say they're keeping an eye on the 
bridges in question - and others in the city, and are doing 
maintenance and replacement when the budget money is available. 
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